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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY OF THE CITY OF JASPER 

AUGUST 10, 2010 

 

 The Board of Public Works and Safety of the City of Jasper, Indiana, met 

in regular session on Tuesday, August 10, 2010, in the Council Chambers of City 

Hall located at 610 Main Street.   

 

CALL TO ORDER 

         Presiding Officer Mayor William J. Schmitt called the meeting to order at 

8:00 a.m.  

     

ROLL CALL 
 Mayor William J. Schmitt                                   Present 

 Board member Thomas Schmidt                         Present 

 Board member Ambrose ‘Butch’ Schitter           Present 

 

Also present were Police Chief Douglas Tarvin, Street Commissioner 

Raymond Eckerle, City Engineer Chad Hurm, Personnel/Safety Director Charles 

Schneider, Building Commissioner David Seger, Fire Chief Kenneth Hochgesang, 

City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein and Clerk-Treasurer Juanita S. Boehm.   

 

Clerk-Treasurer Boehm announced that in order to have a quorum for the 

meeting, a majority of the board members must be present. All three board 

members were present; therefore, there was a quorum for the meeting.   

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
Mayor Schmitt invited all those present to join him in reciting the Pledge 

of Allegiance. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

The board members examined the minutes of the regular meeting held on 

July 27, 2010.  Thereafter, a motion was made by Ambrose ‘Butch’ Schitter and 

seconded by Thomas Schmidt to approve the minutes as published.  Motion 

carried 3-0.  

 

City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein said there needs to be an addition to the 

minutes.  At the July 27, 2010 meeting, the Board approved the encroachment 

request of Michael Hicks dba the Center for Community Empowerment to put a 

sign at 505 ½ Main Street.  Since that meeting, it was discovered that the property 

is owned by Michael and Maureen Braun; therefore, the encroachment agreement 

is also with the Brauns as owners of the property. 

 

KNUST FIRST ADDITION 

 Surveyor Ken Brosmer, representing Charles Knust, asked the Board to 

approve the plat for a two-lot subdivision known as Knust First Addition.  The 

land is located on the northeast corner of 3
rd

 Avenue and Meridian Road.  Knust 

needs to extend the sewer about 245 ft.  Brosmer showed the plat and said it has 

been approved by the Plan Commission. 
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 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt 

to approve the plat for Knust First Addition.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

ENCROACHMENT REQUEST 

 Attorney Eric Schue, representing Drs. John and Leslie Kizior requested  

 permission to encroach on a public utility and drainage easement located on Lot 4 

in Crooked Creek Knoll.  Schue said when the Kiziors purchased the property in 

2009 a retaining wall and part of a driveway were already encroaching on the 

easement.    

 

  City Engineer Chad Hurm said a gas line is located within three feet of the  

wall. 

 

  Mayor Schmitt said the owner needs to understand that the City has a right 

to get in there and fix its infrastructure and they must sign off that if the items that  

are encroaching have to be removed it is at the owner’s expense. 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’  

Schitter to approve the request of Drs. John and Leslie Kizior for an 

encroachment on condition they enter into an agreement with the City of Jasper 

and record the document on the property.  Motion carried 3-0.    

 

FEATURE FILM 

 Jordan Jones, formerly at 1820 E Gun Club Road and currently living 

in Paris France, said Ultrakat Production, Inc. wants to film a feature film in 

January 2011 using various City locations.  He showed photos of the locations 

that may be used during certain scenes. 

 

City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein said the City would need to enter into 

an agreement with the production company.  Jones was also informed of the  

City’s insurance requirements and the need to submit a bond in the event damages  

are done to City property.  Jones said he is working with the Kunkel Insurance 

Agency to obtain the required coverage. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt  

to approve the request of Jordan Jones and Ultrakat Production, Inc. on condition 

they enter into a written contract and adhere to all the insurance requirements 

including a bond to cover any damage to City property while filming.   Motion 

carried 3-0. 

 

                                        TEA PARTY RALLY 
 Adrian Engelbecht asked permission for the Freedom Makers of Dubois  

County to hold a tea party rally at the Dave Buehler Plaza on Sunday, September 

12, 2010 from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  He said they will use the same format as 

they did for the last three rallies that were held at the depot. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose “Butch’ 

Schitter to approve the request of the Freedom Makers of Dubois County to hold a 

tea party rally at the Dave Buehler Plaza on September 12, 2010 from 1:00 p.m. to  

7:00 p.m.  Motion passed 3-0. 
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JUNK ASSET 

 Mayor Schmitt said the voice mail system at City Hall was replaced.  The 

old system no longer works; therefore, he recommended junking the old voice 

mail system, asset# 100895. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt 

to junk the voice mail system, asset# 100895.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

CLOSE RIVERSIDE DRIVE 

Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle asked permission to close 

Riverside Drive to repair a storm sewer.  

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt  

to approve the closing of Riverside Drive for storm sewer repairs as dictated by 

the work load.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

STREET DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

Mosquito testing.  Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle said the street 

department did another round of mosquito testing.  Seventy-four sites were tested.  

He presented a summary report that contained the results of the tests. 

 

Train cars in newsletter.  Eckerle said he was contacted by Federal Surplus 

regarding the national newsletter that had pictures of the Spirit of Jasper train cars 

before and after they were renovated. 

 

LANDFILL SERVICES 

Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle presented a cost estimate from 

Environmental Field Services Inc. [EFS] to install a monitoring well and methane 

monitoring points at the landfill.  The estimated cost for the project is $11,975.00.  

The actual cost will be calculated on a time and material basis based upon the unit 

rates listed in the proposal. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to enter into and authorize EFS to proceed with the monitoring well and        

methane monitoring point installation services at the Jasper Landfill for an 

estimated total of $11,975.00 plus additional footage for above ground subject to 

further contract negotiation.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

DUMPSTER AT LANDFILL 

Mayor Schmitt said the County is having issues when large items such as 

sofas need to be discarded.  Solid Waste District Director Toni Lubbers asked 

permission to place a dumpster at the landfill for people to place their large items 

for a fee.  

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’   

 Schitter to work with the Solid Waste District and allow them to put a large 

dumpster to collect large items on condition the current contract can be amended, 

it is placed at a site approved by street commissioner, and other details that need 

to be worked out. Motion carried 3-0.  
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STREET DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

Storm Sewer Camera Software.  Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle said 

the storm sewer camera software arrived last week.  He showed a sample of an 

inspection report.  

 

Strassenfest.  Eckerle said the Strassenfest went well and the clean-up is 

complete. 

 

Letters to residents.  Eckerle said two 48-inch structures with a concrete 

structure are being replaced in the Timber Brook and Cedar Crest Court area.  

One lane of traffic will be kept open.  They are sending letters to every resident in 

that area informing them of this project. 

 

HIGH WEED COMPLAINTS 

 Fire Chief Kenneth Hochgesang reported to the board the names of 

Property owners and the locations that have been cited under 5.12.040 weed 

removal/notice. The names and locations are as follows: 

 Names    Location 

Santoz and Maria Cortez  Skyline Subdivision Lot 80 

Gary and Sara Hopf   Weeds on dirt pile James F. Hochgesang 

     3
rd

 Add Lot 12 

Robert Roe    1584 St. James Ave 

Felicia Bush, executor for   1584 St. James Ave 

   Danna Roe 

Steven and Minda Haggh  College View Estates Lot 28 

Diamond G. Properties, LLC  Realty Park Add Lot 20 

 

 

FIREFIGHTER RETIRING 

 Mayor Schmitt read a letter from Firefighter Shane Lindauer stating he is 

retiring from the fire department after twenty years.  His last day will be August 

15, 2010.  Schmitt said Lindauer has done a good job and he wishes him the very 

best. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt 

to accept Shane Lindauer’s letter of retirement.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

ENCROACHMENT REQUESTS 

 City Engineer Chad Hurm presented three encroachment requests. 

 

Chris and Amy Gehlhausen, 3115 Howard Drive, have a fence on the 

south end of their property line that sits on a 12 ft public utility and drainage 

easement.  The fence has been in that location for over ten years.  Hurm said the 

only thing located in the easement is an electric line but it is located outside of the 

fence. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 



 5 

Schitter to approve the request for an encroachment on provision an agreement 

stating if for any reason the City needs to utilize the easement, the fence could be 

taken down at their expense, and the agreement is recorded.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

 

Jack and June Astrike, 2613 Howard Drive, have a shed on the back side 

of their lot that is located within the easement.  The shed has been there for years.   

 

Hurm read the comments submitted by the department managers.  There is 

a gas main and service line under the building.  Astrike is paying to move the line 

to another location in the easement.  Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle said 

to keep in mind if the three vacant lots near there ever get built on, the shed on the 

easement could become an issue. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to approve the encroachment request from Jack and June Astrike on 

condition they enter into an agreement with the City that in the event we need to 

get equipment in the easement the building can be moved at their expense, they 

relocate the gas line at owner’s expense, and the agreement is recorded.  Motion 

carried 3-0. 

 

 

Roy and Karen Rohscheib, 2609 Howard Drive, own the lot next to 

Astrike.  They have a 12ft by 8ft utility shed that is located 5ft off the west 

property line and 5ft 6in off the north property line.  There is a gas line in the 

easement.  Hurm said he received this request last Wednesday.  He was unable to 

speak to Rohscheib but he did leave a message.  Hurm said he does not know if 

Rohscheib agreed to move and pay for the gas line.   

 

Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle said if the gas line is moved and 

the vacant lots are developed, there will not be enough room to get in the 

easement and put in a storm sewer.  It could also be a problem for the other 

utilities including cable and phone. 

 

City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein suggested getting more easement now. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to table the request for an encroachment from Roy and Karen Rohscheib 

until we have further information.  Motion carried 3-0.   

 

20
TH

 STREET TO SCHUETTER ROAD SIDEWALK PROJECT 

City Engineer Chad Hurm presented plans that showed the location for the 

proposed sidewalk project along St. Charles Street from 20
th

 Street to Schuetter 

Road.  Hurm said the street department has plans to reline the storm sewer in that 

area.  Hurm also said the City will use the sidewalk contractor based on the 

annual bid price, will seek quotes to hire someone to do the excavation work, and 

the street department will also assist with this project.   
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Because the City wants to complete this project in 2010, there was some 

discussion about the excavation work, the street department’s storm sewer project 

in that area, and the time frame to complete the project. 

 

Mayor Schmitt said the city engineer and the street commissioner should 

come up with a plan to receive quotes for the excavation work at the August 24
th

 

meeting. 

 

REPLACE ROOF 

Police Chief Douglas Tarvin said at the last meeting his request to seek 

quotes to replace the shingles on the mansard roof at the police station was tabled 

until he could get more information on rubber roofing because the rubber roof 

continues to leak. 

 

Tarvin asked permission to seek quotes to fix the rubber roof and put the 

mansard roof project on hold. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to seek quotes and bring back to the next meeting.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

   

IN DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT 

 Police Chief Douglas Tarvin asked permission for Assistant Chief 

Nathan Schmitt to continue on with seeking a $4,000.00 equipment grant from the 

Indiana Department of Homeland Security Foundation Grant.  

 

 A motion was made by Thomas Schmidt and seconded by Ambrose 

‘Butch’ Schitter to allow Officer Nathan Schmitt to work on the grant funding. 

Motion carried 3-0. 

 

POLICE VEHICLE QUOTES 

Police Chief Douglas Tarvin asked permission to seek sealed quotes for a 

new unmarked police vehicle.  The specifications will include the trade in of two 

vehicles, a 2000 Chev Impala and a 2000 Chrysler Concorde.   

 

 A motion was made by Ambrose ‘Butch’ Schitter and seconded by 

Thomas Schmidt to grant the police chief permission to seek quotes that includes 

the trade in of two vehicles and if they include Hybrids we will make a decision at 

that time.  Motion carried 3-0. 

  

PUBLIC HEARING 

City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein said a public hearing about a price 

increase for trash stickers will be held at 8:15 a.m. during the August 24
th

 

meeting. 

 

STRASSENFEST 

Mayor Schmitt asked the police chief to give a quick synopsis from the 

Strassenfest.  Chief Tarvin reported there were no major problems at the 

Strassenfest.  Mayor Schmitt complimented all the departments for their hard 

work. 
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CLAIMS.  The claims against the city from July 9, 2010 to August 5, 2010 were 

presented to and examined by the board. Those claims found to be just, due and 

owing were approved 3-0 upon motion by Thomas Schmidt and seconded by  

Ambrose ‘Butch’ Schitter. 

 

ADJOURNMENT.  There being no further business to come before the board, 

a motion was made by Thomas Schmidt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried 3-0 and the meeting adjourned at 

10:22 a.m. 

 

 

The minutes were hereby approved ____with__X__without corrections or 

 

clarification this 24
th

 day of August, 2010. 

 

      ____________________________    

                                                                         Mayor William J. Schmitt 

                                        Presiding Officer 

Attest: 

 

_________________________ 

Juanita S. Boehm, Clerk-Treasurer 

 
Margaret A. Kress, Recording Secretary 


